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NOTE FROM THE STEERING COMMITTEE
CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Friends,
After an extraordinarily unusual year largely defined by the coronavirus
pandemic and America’s reckoning with racial injustice, the future is beginning
to appear a bit more certain. The nation is now moving toward recovery with a
new administration in place, and the opportunity to restore our democracy and
shore up accountability has never been greater -- or more neccessary.
In 2020, Open The Government convened more than 40 organizations and
experts from across the political spectrum to create Accountability 2021,
a landmark agenda to address critical gaps in transparency, ethics, and
oversight designed to promote long-lasting accountability in government far
beyond simply a return to a pre-Trump era. Accountability 2021 addresses
accountable government in six central themes, specifically open government,
ethics, responsive government, whistleblowers, balance of power, and
pandemic preparedness and response. We have already advanced the
Accountability 2021 agenda with this administration, securing important
victories, but much more needs to be done. The coalition’s work continues as
we urge the Biden administration and Members of Congress to prioritize and
embrace recommendations that are foundational to restoring our democratic
institutions.
As OTG advocates for greater implementation of the Accountability 2021
blueprint, we recognize that our government remains least accountable to
communities of color and that government can never be fully accountable if we
fail to address entrenched racial inequities in policy-making.
Drawing on our expertise as a coalition hub, we launched Liberty and Justice
for All, a project that will expand the accountability coalition so that we redefine
accountability to resonate with and help empower organizations of the racial
and social justice movement.

Tom Susman

Chair, Steering Committee,
Open The Government

Lisa Rosenberg

Executive Director,
Open The Government

We recognize that our democracy remains in crisis; too many Americans
question constitutionally protected processes and the validity of the election,
resulting in the January 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. We will continue to
galvanize our coalition to map out solutions to repair the cracks in our
democratic foundations.
We are immensely thankful for what we have accomplished during a
challenging year, working in tandem with a growing, diverse list of coalition
partners, Steering Committee members, and generous funders who are
committed to strengthening our democracy. And we are grateful for the
energy and commitment that so many of our colleagues have demonstrated in
pursuit of A More Perfect Union through a more transparent and accountable
government.
Sincerely,

Tom Susman
Chair, Steering Committee,
Open The Government

Lisa Rosenberg
Executive Director,
Open The Government
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STEERING COMMITTEE
Open The Government, a fiscally sponsored project of the Fund for Constitutional Government (a 501(c)3
organization), is governed by a Steering Committee that sets the broad parameters of the work of the staff
and the policy directions of the coalition.
Ryan Alexander
Taxpayers for Common Sense
Gary Bass
Bauman Foundation
Tom Blanton
National Security Archive
Danielle Brian
Project On Government Oversight
Nick Chedli Carter
Resilient Democracy
Lara Flint
Democracy Fund
Virginia Kase Solomón
League of Women Voters
Kevin Kosar
American Enterprise Institute
Conrad Martin
Fund for Constitutional Government (Ex-officio member)
Jeanine Abrams McLean
Fair Count
Hina Shamsi
ACLU National Security Project
Thomas Susman (Chair)
National Freedom of Information Coalition
Anne Weismann
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (formerly)
John Yang
Asian Americans Advancing Justice
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HOW OUR STORY BEGAN

Open The Government (OTG) is the only nonpartisan coalition working to strengthen democracy and empower
the public by advancing policies that create a more open and accountable government.
Launched in 2003 to push back against the increase in government secrecy that followed the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, Open The Government acts as a force multiplier, amplifying voices in civil society to strengthen our
democratic institutions, increase access to information, protect national security, and address threats to access
and openness. We work with broad communities to make transparency and accountability a common goal and
we build relationships with allies who can pull on different levers of government to advance accountability and
defeat harmful policies and practices. As our democracy remains in crisis and our institutions fail to serve all of
us equally, our work to strengthen and expand the ecosystem of advocates for accountability is more important
than ever.

A WORD FROM OUR PARTNERS

“T

hanks to Open The Government for facilitating a meeting with the National Immigration Justice Project for GAP. It has been
transformative for our work with immigration whistleblowers. Building those kind of relationships with public interest groups made us known
in the immigration space. OTG is awesome and I am grateful you exist to help us.”

Dana Gold, Senior Counsel & Director of Education and Partnerships, Government Accountability Project

2020-2021 IMPACT REPORT

5

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO

After four years of defending our democracy against unprecedented threats, now is a pivotal moment to put
in motion a long-needed agenda that holds our democratic institutions accountable to the public they serve,
harnessing the collective power of our coalition to restore, reinforce and reinvigorate the mechanisms that hold
officials accountable.
We bring together organizations from across the political spectrum and with differing institutional priorities
to find common ground on issues that affect our democratic system. We strengthen the capacity of our
partners by leading advocacy efforts, creating and sharing tools, and providing opportunities for collaboration.
We uncover information through Freedom of Information Act requests and we provide in-depth research on
accountability issues that might otherwise fly below the radar. Our work falls into four key focus areas:
•

Democracy and Accountability. We foster communication and cooperation between organizations with
diverse missions and political leanings to find unifying approaches to strengthening our democracy.

•

Empowerment. Our research, tools and trainings empower vulnerable populations by increasing access
to information about issues that disproportionately impact more marginalized communities, including
immigration, surveillance, and criminal justice policies and practices.

•

Peace and Security. We educate the public to mobilize demand for information about U.S. military activities
and we combat excessive national security secrecy through federal policy reforms.

•

Racial Equity and Accountability. We work in partnership with leaders at the forefront of the fight for racial
equity to ensure that communities of color have an equal voice in efforts to create a government that is
accountable to all.

A WORD FROM OUR PARTNERS

“H
aving a window into what else is going on in the country through OTG has been extremely helpful. The research
resources that you provide are valuable. For instance, as we work on our fusion center issues locally, it was extremely
helpful to have the report you put together that had a multistate overview of what else is going on in the country.”
Matt Ehling, Board Member, Minnesota Coalition on Government Information
2020-2021 IMPACT REPORT
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HOW WE DO IT
OTG’s three intersecting roles are as a coalition hub, an advocate and a research organization.

Hub
As a coalition hub, we unite partners around openness issues by
holding convenings to develop policies and strategies. We coordinate
grass-tops advocacy efforts to ensure lawmakers meet with or hear
from a cross-section of key organizations. We create products, including
guides to filing FOIA requests, and offer events and trainings to help
partners and others learn how to access government information.

Advocate
As an advocate, OTG champions policies related to transparency for
accountability, emphasizing policies that improve records access
and retention; government contractor transparency, national security
transparency and transparency around the use of force. In 2020, we
launched Accountability 2021, a policy agenda for a new administration
and Congress to restore openness and accountability in government.
By expanding and diversifying our coalition to include organizations on
the front line of the fight for racial justice, we are advancing policies to
ensure government institutions are accountable to all.

Research
We make public records requests to uncover information in our four focus areas, working closely with partners
to make FOIA requests that they don’t have the bandwidth or expertise to make, to ensure our requests aren’t
duplicative and to seek information that will support their work. We also aid the research of others in our
coalition by providing public records trainings tailored to partners’ top priorities and offering expert guidance
after the training to help partners navigate agency responses. We take deep dives into accountability issues
that the media and other advocacy organizations have overlooked. Our reports inform the public and help us
to develop new congressional champions. In one of our most recent reports, we revealed concerning trends
in government secrecy during the COVID-19 pandemic as well as solutions to improve transparency and
responsiveness to public records requests.
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IMPACT
In the last year, we worked to strengthen our democracy and empower the public by advancing policies that
create a more open, accountable, and responsive government.

Advocating for stronger transparency and
accountability in our democracy
In 2020, OTG convened a broad coalition of more than 40 good
government, democracy reform, anti-corruption, and civil rights
advocacy organizations and experts to launch Accountability
2021, a landmark policy agenda for the Biden administration
and Congress to begin to restore openness and accountability in
government. We secured a major victory when President Biden
signed an executive order on ethics commitments for the executive
branch on his first day in office, a top recommendation for structural
ethics reform detailed in Accountability 2021. In the lead up to
President Biden’s first 100 days in office, we increased demand
for the administration to adopt more of the recommendations in
Accountability 2021 through a series of “theme weeks.” Each week,
OTG led coalition activities—including webinars, sign-on letters,
social media campaigns, and blog posts—focused on a theme
central to Accountability 2021. Politico ran a preview of the OTG
coalition’s FOIA advocacy letters to Congress and to the Department
of Justice during the right-to-know theme week, and a Facebook
live on strengthening whistleblower protections has generated
2,000+ views. Most importantly, the effort got the attention of leaders in the administration, resulting in critical
opportunities to advance our agenda at the White House and within agencies.
A multi-year initiative, Accountability 2021 will continue to guide OTG’s work and the work of many members of
our coalition in the coming years.
Our legislative priorities also gained momentum. OTG led a coalition
of dozens of partners from across the political spectrum to draft
language that will strengthen the federal FOIA and curb the abuse of
exemptions by agencies to circumvent accountability, and we expect
legislation based on those recommendations to be introduced later
this year. We also secured bi-partisan support for a bill introduced
to respond to the Supreme Court’s harmful accountability decision
Food Marketing Institute v. Argus Leader Media and we will continue
to work towards its passage.
In light of the Trump administration’s failure to uphold its legal
responsibility to create and preserve records, OTG led coalition
partners urging the Archivist of the United States to take necessary
steps to preserve a complete and accurate historical record of the
administration - records that will be crucial for effective oversight.
Several news stories, including multiple Politico articles (here
and here) and a piece by Government Executive captured our
advocacy efforts. To prevent subversion of the public’s right to
know and obstruction of future efforts to hold the executive branch
accountable, we convened a group of experts to craft improvements
to the Presidential Records Act and the Federal Records Act. The group has finalized draft legislative language
and begun advocating for the reforms on the Hill.
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Promoting openness through research and litigation

Trump earned a spot in the history books as the most controversial, least transparent, and most divisive U.S.
president. OTG released a timeline of some of the former president’s worst attacks on our democracy. “Trump’s
Attacks on Transparency & Accountability” highlights his varied assaults on transparency and serves as a
reminder that America must rebuild the guardrails of government accountability to ensure our democracy can
withstand assaults from within.
In response to secrecy surrounding the government’s COVID-19 pandemic
response, OTG led a FOIA coordination effort with coalition partners and
other key stakeholders to streamline FOIA requests. Groups logged more
than 600 requests through a shared spreadsheet and met regularly to
discuss requests, agency responses, strategy, and litigation plans. Our
report, Sick of Secrecy: Challenges to Transparency in the COVID-19
Era (featured in Government Executive) detailed the government’s
broad failures to respond to the public records requests and offered
policy recommendations to improve responsiveness and transparency
throughout the federal government.
After the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) stalled
our numerous COVID-19-related FOIA requests, we, along with the
Government Accountability Project (GAP), sued the agency to obtain
documents that confirmed HHS muzzled scientists in an attempt to
control messaging around the pandemic. The records we received as a
result of the lawsuit were the basis of a complaint we made to the Office
of Special Counsel over the Trump administration’s efforts to silence
experts. The Biden administration has since rescinded this policy.
To share FOIA best practices, we hosted a FOIA training for staff of GAP, Public Employees for Environmental
Responsibility, and the Union of Concerned Scientists. Participants learned about FOIA and how to draft
requests, and submitted a request to the Environmental Protection Agency focused on the participants’
research interests.
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Empowerment Through Information

OTG worked with the News Leaders Association to increase Sunshine Week 2021 engagement by creating the
official social media toolkit and leading outreach to the good government community. We kicked off Sunshine
Week festivities by hosting an interactive webinar, “The Trump Presidential Library? What Presidents Do to Keep
Us from Knowing What Presidents Do,” that was featured in the Palm Beach Post, a USA Today network outlet.
Advocating for stronger immigration transparency, we co-hosted and led discussions at the annual
Transparency Convening, which we co-hosted with the American Immigration Council. The event brought
together more than 40 of the nation’s leading immigration advocates to share best practices in FOIA, strategies
for state and federal litigation, and tips to advance racial justice through transparency.
Leaders from the Open Government Partnership (OGP) called upon OTG to inform efforts to restart the OGP
process after its dormancy during the Trump era. Based on our history of convening civil society to participate
in OGP during the Obama administration, OTG provided recommendations that, if followed, would increase the
chances for success at home while allowing the U.S. to become an example to other nations as to how to use
the OGP process to advance meaningful transparency reforms.
A WORD FROM OUR PARTNERS

“O
TG has done a great job of playing the role of convener. There are a lot of groups doing good work, but when you
bring people together the way you did with Accountability 2021, you can make two plus two equals five.
Anne Tindall, Counsel, Protect Democracy
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MOVING FORWARD

Information is power that belongs in the hands of the public. Our current and planned projects are designed to
foster robust public access to information, strong oversight mechanisms, and meaningful engagement between
the government and the public.
Fostering liberty and justice for all. OTG created The Liberty and Justice for All project to build a bridge
between racial justice organizations and the accountability community – combining our efforts to develop
a transparent, accountable government that works for all, including communities of color. Following the
successful Accountability 2021 model, we will expand the coalition in order to co-create and advocate
for solutions to the inequities that stem from government decision-making that tilts against or excludes
communities of color. By looking beyond the universe of advocates and watchdog organizations that historically
have been our partners and engaging emerging voices in racial and social justice movements, OTG is poised
to positively affect change. President Biden’s Executive Order on Advancing Racial Equity and Support for
Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government has set the stage for historic changes that will
address inequities suffered by communities of color, making the timing for The Liberty and Justice for All project
even more critical as OTG works to ensure proposed changes are favorable and long-lasting.
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Delivering the message of openness and accountability to decision-makers. While the Biden administration
has made strides in accountability, it has yet to make a substantive commitment to transparency and oversight.
The Accountability 2021 project will continue to provide a roadmap for OTG and our coalition partners to follow
as we advance the message of accountability in the administration and in Congress. We will continue to develop
opportunities for openness advocates to demand meaningful reforms, that effect change in government
accountability policies and practices.
Championing FOIA legislation. FOIA is an important tool to create an informed public. OTG led our coalition in
creating legislative recommendations to strengthen FOIA and will continue to advocate for the legislation while
securing bipartisan support from Members of Congress to ensure its success.
We will work for passage of the Open and Responsive Government Act of 2019, a bill introduced to respond to
the Supreme Court’s decision in Food Marketing Institute v. Argus Leader Media by restoring the public’s access to
data the government collects from private companies.
Reforming records preservation in federal government. The proper preservation of records is essential for
executive branch accountability and oversight. OTG is leading efforts on the Hill to strengthen the Presidential
Records Act and Federal Records Act.
Updating classification policy to increase transparency. The post-9/11 era has exacerbated national security
over-classification, paving the way for unnecessary government secrecy such as classification of impeachmentrelated testimony and pandemic response meetings. Ahead of the 20th year anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, OTG will continue to lead classification reform efforts and will finalize recommendations to the Biden
administration to prevent future abuses by ensuring classification protects sensitive information instead
of protecting the government from embarrassment or accountability. The reforms will include improving
declassification efficiency, reducing the backlog of records that are overdue for declassification, bringing
classification policy up to date, aligning policy with congressional intent, and strengthening oversight of matters
of a high public interest.
Informing local, state and national stakeholders. As a convener, we will continue to amplify our partners’ work
and using tools such as our monthly bulletin, we will share resources that we create, and provide stakeholders
with opportunities to share information with one another. Through our FOIA training program and our own public
records requests, we will amplify our partners’ efforts in increasing the public’s access to information about
government.
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NEW STEERING COMMITTEE
MEMBERS AND COALITION PARTNERS

OTG welcomed Dr. Jeanine Abrams McLean, John Yang, and Nick Chedli Carter as the newest additions
to our Steering Committee in 2021. Jeanine is vice president of Fair Count, an organization dedicated to
partnering with hard to count communities to achieve a fair and accurate count of all people in Georgia and
the nation in the 2020 Census. She is a highly skilled researcher with over 15 years of experience designing,
managing, and implementing population-based studies and projects. John is president and executive director
of Asian Americans Advancing Justice, an organization that advocates for the civil rights and empowerment
of Asian Americans. His extensive legal background enables AAJC to address systemic policies, programs,
and legislative attempts to discriminate against and marginalize Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders,
and other minority communities. Nick is a technology and democracy fellow at the Harvard Ash Center and
managing director of Resilient Democracy, a civic engagement initiative dedicated to a more equitable and
resilient democracy through promoting innovative and inclusive strategies, practices and technology. Nick is
keenly interested in furthering initiatives that close the equity gap in civic technology and hold the promise
of transformative civic engagement to increase voter turnout, scale equitable best practices and ultimately
achieve a civil society that is positively impacted by the realities of the digital age.
We also welcomed Accountable.US, American Immigration Council, Knowledge Ecology International, and
National Immigration Justice Center into our fold of coalition partners.
A WORD FROM OUR PARTNERS

“A
s a small organization, our partnerships have to be efficient and productive to be worthwhile and we’ve had that
experience being a part of the coalition. For example, we enjoyed working with OTG on a facial recognition citizen’s guide as
part of a broader records request project on the use of the technology by law enforcement around the country that led to a
front-page investigative New York Times story.”
Beryl Lipton, Projects Editor/Senior Reporter, MuckRock
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SAMPLE MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA & WEBSITE HIGHLIGHTS
OTG earned 1,300,000+ impressions (the total number of times a tweet has been seen) and a boost in
engagement (comments, retweets) from more than 29,263 profile visits and 700+ mentions on Twitter. OTG
also landed reputable media and policy influencers as followers on both Twitter and Facebook. Through our
monthly bulletin, Transparency Matters, we continue to receive inquiries about our work and open governmentrelated requests for assistance. The OTG website also continues to be a resource for the coalition and the
public, with more than 19,000 returning and new visitors in the past year.
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APPENDIX
EXAMPLES OF OUR WORK IN OUR FOCUS AREAS
Democracy and Accountability
Coalition Letter to Pelosi Outlines Critical Next Steps for Select Committee on Jan. 6 Investigation
https://www.openthegovernment.org/coalition-letter-to-pelosi-outlines-critical-next-steps-for-select-committeeon-jan-6-investigation/
Justice Department reform is long overdue
https://www.openthegovernment.org/justice-department-reform-is-long-overdue/
Senate’s “Flawed” Vote on January 6 Commission
https://www.openthegovernment.org/senates-flawed-vote-on-january-6-commission/
Advocacy Groups to Biden Administration: Relaunch Ethics.gov
https://www.openthegovernment.org/advocacy-groups-to-biden-administration-relaunch-ethics-gov/
OTG Coalition, Former Government Ethics Chief Calls on White House to Release Virtual Visitor Logs
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-coalition-former-government-ethics-chief-calls-on-white-house-torelease-virtual-visitor-logs/
Open The Government and Government Accountability Project Request Investigation into Illegal HHS Gag
Orders
https://www.openthegovernment.org/open-the-government-and-government-accountability-project-requestinvestigation-into-illegal-hhs-gag-orders/
OTG Urges NARA to Revise Proposed Changes to Electronic Records Management Regulations
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-urges-nara-to-revise-proposed-changes-to-electronic-recordsmanagement-regulations/
Biden’s Ethics Plan Earns First Victory for Accountability Reform Advocates
https://www.openthegovernment.org/bidens-ethics-plan-earns-first-victory-for-accountability-reformadvocates/
A Reprehensible Attack on our democracy
https://www.openthegovernment.org/a-reprehensible-attack-on-our-democracy/
CLC Calls for Biden Administration To Restore Government Accountability Through Ethics Reforms
https://www.openthegovernment.org/guest-post-clc-calls-for-biden-administration-to-restore-governmentaccountability-through-ethics-reforms/
Congrats, President-Elect Biden! Now, Restore Accountability in the Federal Government
https://www.openthegovernment.org/congrats-president-elect-biden-now-restore-accountability-in-the-federalgovernment
Trump must respect the democratic process
https://www.openthegovernment.org/trump-must-respect-the-democratic-process/
Accountability 2021: Recommendations for accountability in the federal government
https://www.openthegovernment.org/accountability-2021/
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Trump’s COVID-19 infection raises unanswered questions about health, accountability to Americans
https://www.openthegovernment.org/trumps-covid-19-infection-raises-unanswered-questions-about-healthaccountability-to-americans/
OTG endorses stronger oversight, accountability, and transparency provisions in new CORE Act
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-endorses-stronger-oversight-accountability-and-transparencyprovisions-in-new-core-act/
Open Government Coalition Urges NARA to Preserve Presidential Records
https://www.openthegovernment.org/open-government-coalition-urges-nara-to-preserve-presidential-records/
DHS Records Destruction Proposal Would Sanction Agency’s Persistent Misconduct
https://www.openthegovernment.org/dhs-records-destruction-proposal-would-sanction-agencys-persistentmisconduct/
Diverse Coalition Urges HHS to Reverse COVID-19 Data Reporting Requirement
https://www.openthegovernment.org/diverse-coalition-urges-hhs-to-reverse-covid-19-data-reportingrequirement/
League of Women Voters’ CEO, Virginia Kase Joins Open The Government’s Steering Committee
https://www.openthegovernment.org/league-of-women-voters-ceo-virginia-kase-joins-open-the-governmentssteering-committee/
Bill to ban facial recognition demands bipartisan support
https://www.openthegovernment.org/bill-to-ban-facial-recognition-demands-bipartisan-support/
Open Government Coalition Urge Ratcliffe to Reverse Decision on In-Person Briefings on Election Security
https://www.openthegovernment.org/open-government-coalition-urge-ratcliffe-to-reverse-decision-on-in-personbriefings-on-election-security/
ODNI election security briefing changes undermine Americans’ right to know
https://www.openthegovernment.org/odni-election-security-briefing-changes-undermine-americans-right-toknow/
Biden’s Ethics Plan Earns First Victory for Accountability Reform Advocates
https://www.openthegovernment.org/bidens-ethics-plan-earns-first-victory-for-accountability-reformadvocates/
OTG Announces Three New Steering Committee Members
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-announces-three-new-steering-committee-members/
OTG Urges NARA to Revise Proposed Changes to Electronic Records Management Regulations
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-urges-nara-to-revise-proposed-changes-to-electronic-recordsmanagement-regulations/
Open The Government and Government Accountability Project Request Investigation into Illegal HHS Gag
Orders
https://www.openthegovernment.org/open-the-government-and-government-accountability-project-requestinvestigation-into-illegal-hhs-gag-orders/
OTG Coalition, Former Government Ethics Chief Calls on White House to Release Virtual Visitor Logs
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-coalition-former-government-ethics-chief-calls-on-white-house-torelease-virtual-visitor-logs/
Monumental HR1 Passage in House Expands Democracy Reform, Senate Must Follow Suit
https://www.openthegovernment.org/monumental-hr1-passage-in-house-expands-democracy-reform-senatemust-follow-suit/
2020-2021 IMPACT REPORT
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OTG applauds Senate’s introduction of S. 1, the For the People Act
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-applauds-senates-introduction-of-s-1-the-for-the-people-act/
Quigley Re-Introduces Government Transparency Legislation
https://www.openthegovernment.org/quigley-re-introduces-government-transparency-legislation/
Advocates push Biden for swift action on Accountability 2021 recommendations
https://www.openthegovernment.org/sunshine-week-advocates-push-biden-for-swift-action-on-accountability2021-recommendations/
OTG Leads Broad Coalition Urging House to Pass Scientific Integrity Act; OMB to Issue Guidance on Pandemic
Data
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-leads-coalition-of-30-organizations-in-urging-house-to-pass-scientificintegrity-act-omb-to-issue-federal-agencies-guidance-on-pandemic-data/
Coalition Urges DHS to Reverse Decision to Block Media Access at US-Mexico border
https://www.openthegovernment.org/coalition-urges-dhs-to-reverse-decision-to-block-media-access-at-usmexico-border/
For Strong Pandemic Responses, Scientific Integrity Safeguards are Essential
https://www.openthegovernment.org/for-strong-pandemic-responses-scientific-integrity-safeguards-areessential/
Free Flow of Information Throughout Government Fosters Accountability
https://www.openthegovernment.org/free-flow-of-information-throughout-government-fosters-accountability/
After Trump’s unprecedented attacks on inspectors general and whistleblowers, Biden must strengthen
protections
https://www.openthegovernment.org/after-trumps-unprecedented-attacks-on-inspectors-general-andwhistleblowers-biden-must-strengthen-protections/
Reckoning & Repair Event: How to Empower Whistleblowers and Promote Accountability in 2021
https://www.openthegovernment.org/event-reckoning-repair-how-to-empower-whistleblowers-and-promoteaccountability-in-2021/
OTG Leads More than 30 Organizations in FOIA Advocacy Letters to Senate Judiciary and Attorney General
Garland
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-leads-more-than-30-organizations-in-foia-advocacy-letters-to-senatejudiciary-and-attorney-general-garland/
Beyond Accolades: Garland’s Support for Transparency Should Mark New Era at the DOJ
https://www.openthegovernment.org/beyond-accolades-garlands-support-for-transparency-should-mark-newera-at-the-doj/
Advocacy Groups to Biden Administration: Relaunch Ethics.gov
https://www.openthegovernment.org/advocacy-groups-to-biden-administration-relaunch-ethics-gov/
OTG Leads Coalition of 26 Organizations & Experts in Call for Classification Reform
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-leads-coalition-of-26-organizations-experts-in-call-for-classificationreform/
OTG Applauds House Passage of Legislation Supporting Bipartisan January 6 Commission
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-applauds-house-passage-of-legislation-supporting-bipartisan-january6-commission/
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Empowerment
Majority of Americans Disapprove of Trump’s Coronavirus Response, New Accountable.Us Poll Finds
https://www.openthegovernment.org/majority-of-americans-disapprove-of-trumps-coronavirus-response-newaccount-us-poll-finds/
Panel on Trump’s Presidential Records & Library Launch Sunshine Week
https://www.openthegovernment.org/panel-on-trumps-presidential-records-libraries-launch-sunshine-week/
“Sick of Secrecy” Report: COVID-19 Exacerbates Agencies’ Predilection to Withhold Public Information
https://www.openthegovernment.org/sick-of-secrecy-report-covid-19-exacerbates-agencies-predilection-towithhold-public-information/
Virtual Briefing on the Freedom of Information Act, Challenges and Potential Fixes
https://www.openthegovernment.org/virtual-briefing-on-the-freedom-of-information-act-challenges-andpotential-fixes/

Peace and Security
House Vote to Repeal Iraq War Powers Bolsters Accountability
https://www.openthegovernment.org/house-vote-to-repeal-iraq-war-powers-bolsters-accountability/
OTG Leads Coalition of 26 Organizations & Experts in Call for Classification Reform
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-leads-coalition-of-26-organizations-experts-in-call-for-classificationreform/
Murphy, Quigley Introduce Legislation to Protect Presidential Records, Enhance Presidential Transition Process
to Promote Accountability and National Security
https://www.openthegovernment.org/murphy-quigley-introduce-legislation-to-protect-presidential-recordsenhance-presidential-transition-process-to-promote-accountability-and-national-security/

Media Placements
Meet the Reformer: Lisa Rosenberg lets the sunlight in
The Fulcrum, June 3, 2021
Biden’s text message revolution
Politico, May 20, 2021
TIME Magazine Lauds Clearview AI Despite Its Sketchy Facial Recognition Tech
Techdirt, May 18, 2021
Information requests, interviews often go unanswered by Cleveland officials
ABC News 5 Cleveland, May 3, 2021
Police technology under scrutiny following Chicago shooting
The Hill, April 21, 2021
Inside the Delay at DOJ
Politico, April 5, 2021
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Talk of a Donald Trump presidential library has some open records watchdogs wary
Palm Beach Daily News, April 5, 2021
Explainer: Why is media access at the border an issue?
Associated Press, March 26, 2021
President Biden’s lame answer on media border
Washington Post, March 26, 2021
Coronavirus Roundup: Transportation and Agriculture Secretaries Discuss Telework; OMB Advises Agencies on
Good Stewardship of Relief Funds
Government Executive, March 22, 2021
White House urged to disclose virtual “visitors”
Axios, February 12, 2021
Records Pried Loose By BuzzFeed News Have Prompted A Demand For The Investigation of Former Trump
Health Officials
BuzzFeed News, February 2, 2021
Records Transfer from the Trump White House is a Work in Progress
Government Executive, February 1, 2021
From facial recognition, to predictive technologies, big data policing is rife with technical, ethical and political
landmines
Toronto Star, January 12, 2021
Transition Roundup: Congress Takes Up Election Certification; Trump Bypasses Top Career Prosecutor for GA
Job
Government Executive, January 6, 2021
Congress needs to revive itself
The Hill, January 5, 2021 (Accountability 2021)
The Promises of FOIA in 2021: A Ready Pathway to Accountability
Just Security, January 4, 2021 (Accountability 2021)
How Biden Can Bring Transparency Back to Government
The New Republic, January 1, 2021
Political reporters want a fight with Biden? Here’s an idea: Fight for transparency
Press Watch; Salon, December 15, 2020
Red alert for reporters as Trump loyalists destroy the evidence on their way out the door
Press Watch, December 10, 2020 (also appeared in Salon)
Gaps in records laws
The News-Enterprise, December 7, 2020
Trump’s Presidential Records Are at Risk
Inside Sources, December 3, 2020 (also appeared in Rutland Herald and Times Argus)
Biden may have trouble unearthing Trump’s national security secrets
Politico, November 9, 2020
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‘I’m Absolutely Expecting Him to Do Something Weird’: How Trump Could End His Presidency
Politico, October 28, 2020
PA Attorney General’s office used trial of controversial facial recognition tech Clearview, emails show
PublicSource, October 12, 2020
A disturbing outlook for dissent
Alton Telegraph, My Journal Courier, October 8, 2020 (originally appeared in Inside Sources)
Homeland Security Wants to Erase Its History of Misconduct
The Intercept, October 6, 2020
DHS Proposal Could See Misconduct Allegation Records Destroyed Watchdog Groups, Warn
Forbes, September 29, 2020
Repairing Public Trust in Government Institutions
InsideSources, August 4, 2020 (also appeared in Prescott eNews)
COVID-19 Hospital Data System That Bypasses CDC Plagued By Delays, Inaccuracies
NPR, July 31, 2020
Episode 179 – Blue Leaks
Delete Your Account Podcast, July 23, 2020
Judge Grants DOJ Extension in FOIA Suit for Mueller Report, FOIA Wins Release of COVID Data, ICE Gets
“Security Agency” Designation, and More
Unredacted, July 16, 2020
Leaked Documents Show Police Knew Far-Right Extremists Were the Real Threat at Protests, Not “Antifa”
The Intercept, July 15, 2020
ICE Just Became Even Less Transparent
The Nation, July 2, 2020
This week’s FOIA roundup: Police reforming, law enforcement request strategies, and more
MuckRock, June 10, 2020
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Thank you to all of our coalition partners and donors.
We are grateful for your support, which makes Open The
Government’s important work possible.
Learn more or become a supporter at openthegovernment.org

Open The Government
122 Maryland Avenue NE
Washington, D.C. 20002
(202) 332-6736
Visit openthegovernment.org
Donate at openthegovernment.org/donate
facebook.com/openthegovernment@openthegov
@openthegov

