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MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP 

Friends, 

The year 2020 is already one for the history books. Across the 
country, people fear for their health and economic security, calls for 
a racial reckoning have taken on new urgency, and the future looks 
uncertain. At the same time, 2020 has exposed the danger of a 
secretive, unaccountable government. The country’s ability to tackle 
the coronavirus pandemic was hampered by, among other things, 
the administration’s effort to stifle the public’s access to information, 
spreading misinformation, ordering coronavirus meetings to be 
classified, and silencing public health experts.

Under shutdown orders for weeks, no sooner had Americans 
wrapped our heads around the pandemic when we were sickened 
and saddened by the video of George Floyd dying under the knee of 
a Minneapolis police officer—the image ingrained in our collective 
memory. Policies like qualified immunity and concealed police 
discipline and use of force records set the stage for this tragedy and 
so many before. 

As tough as these events are to process, they are opportunities to 
look deeper at what went wrong and consider how our work can bring 
about far-reaching and meaningful change.

In the following pages, we share some of our answers from the 
previous year. Policy-makers pushed back after we uncovered 
how an unchecked, unaccountable private company had provided 
many law enforcement agencies with insidious facial recognition 
technology. We’ve trained hundreds of individuals across the country 
to use records laws to access information in their communities. By 
uniting our coalition, we’ve made strides on important policy reforms 
including transparency and accountability in coronavirus oversight 
legislation, facial recognition technology regulation and policing 
reform.

As we plan to do our part to continue addressing the many challenges 
facing our democracy, we are grateful for the commitment and 
continued support of our coalition partners, Steering Committee 
members and generous funders, who are vital to our ability to continue 
to bring together organizations from across the political spectrum to 
find common ground on issues that impact our democracy. 

Sincerely,

2019-2020 IMPACT REPORT    3

Tom Susman
Chair, Steering Committee, 
Open The Government

Lisa Rosenberg
Executive Director, 
Open The Government

July 15, 2020

Lisa Rosenberg
Executive Director, 

Open The Government

Tom Susman
Chair, Steering Committee, 

Open The Government
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STEERING COMMITTEE 
Open The Government, a fiscally sponsored project of the Fund for Constitutional Government (a 501(c)3 
organization), is governed by a Steering Committee that sets the broad parameters of the work of the staff 
and the policy directions of the coalition. 

Ryan Alexander
Taxpayers for Common Sense

Gary Bass
Bauman Foundation

Tom Blanton
National Security Archive

Danielle Brian
Project On Government Oversight

Virginia Kase
League of Women Voters

Lara Flint
Democracy Fund

Kevin Kosar
R Street Institute

Conrad Martin
Fund for Constitutional Government (Ex-officio member)

Hina Shamsi
American Civil Liberties Union

Thomas Susman (Chair)
National Freedom of Information Coalition

Anne Weismann
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington

John Wonderlich
Sunlight Foundation
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OUR STORY

Open The Government (OTG) is the only nonpartisan coalition working to strengthen democracy and empower 
the public by advancing policies that create a more open and accountable government. 

Launched in 2003 to push back against the increase in government secrecy that followed the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, Open The Government acts as a force multiplier, amplifying voices in civil society to strengthen our 
democratic institutions, increase access to information, protect national security, and address threats to access 
and openness. We work with broad communities to make transparency and accountability a common goal and 
we build relationships with allies who can pull on different levers of government to advance accountability and 
defeat harmful policies and practices. In the present climate, where secrecy has become convention and the 
hallmarks of transparent democracy are in jeopardy, we build consensus for openness. 

In the past year, OTG increased our capacity as a coalition hub, offering partners and stakeholders more 
resources to better enable them to advance transparency for accountability. Our research has helped expose 
data that enrich the advocacy efforts of our coalition while empowering the public with information to hold 
government agencies accountable. We have also stopped anti-openness measures in Congress and are laying 
the groundwork for critical policy changes.

We will continue growing the ecosystem of organizations demanding openness and accountability from 
government, and developing innovative ways to increase civic participation by empowering people to access 
information. 
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OUR WHY

Our democratic institutions face mounting 
conflicts of interest and corruption. 
Opaque programs impact vulnerable 
communities, damage our country’s 
democracy and threaten our national 
security. Yet most organizations within the 
OTG community do not have the resources 
or independent experience to effectively 
advocate for changes that will lead to 
a more transparent and accountable 
government. 

That’s where we come in. We bring 
together organizations from across the 
political spectrum and with differing 
institutional priorities to find common 
ground on issues that affect our 
democratic system. We strengthen 
the capacity of our partners by leading 
advocacy efforts, creating and sharing 
tools, and providing opportunities 
for collaboration. We uncover information through FOIA requests and we provide in-depth research on 
accountability issues that might otherwise fly below the radar. 

Our work falls into four key focus areas: 

• Democracy and Accountability. We foster communication and cooperation between organizations with 
diverse missions and political leanings to find unifying approaches to strengthening our democracy. 

• Empowerment. Our research, tools and trainings empower vulnerable populations by increasing access 
to information about issues that disproportionately impact more marginalized communities, including 
immigration, surveillance, and criminal justice policies and practices.

• Peace and Security. We educate the public to mobilize demand for information about U.S. military 
activities and we combat excessive national security secrecy through federal policy reforms. 

• Government Contractor Accountability. We advocate for transparency and accountability when the 
government engages in secrecy by proxy by contracting with private companies to perform essential 
operations.
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HOW WE DO IT

OTG’s three intersecting roles are as a coalition hub, an advocate and a research organization. 

Hub

As a coalition hub, we unite partners around openness issues by holding convenings to develop policies and 
strategies. We coordinate grass-tops advocacy efforts to ensure lawmakers meet with or hear from a cross-
section of key organizations. 

We keep our coalition partners updated on transparency and accountability news and events through our 
monthly digest, Transparency Matters. We create products, such as our guide to making records requests 
and Citizen’s Guide to America’s Forever Wars, which shed light on the impact of U.S. endless war. We also 
offer workshops and training that help people engage in democracy by teaching them what information they 
are entitled to and how to get it.

Advocate

As an advocate, OTG champions specific policy areas related to transparency for accountability, including 
records access and retention; government contractor transparency focusing on, but not limited to, 
transparency around private prisons and artificial intelligence; and transparency around the use of force. We 
have both the policy expertise and the ability to 
garner the power of the coalition to advance the 
issues. 

Research 

We make public records requests to uncover 
information in our four focus areas, working 
closely with partners to make FOIA requests that 
they don’t have the bandwidth or expertise to 
make, to ensure our requests aren’t duplicative 
and to seek information that will support their 
work. 
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IMPACT

Since our last report, we have continued to make strides in creating a more open, accountable, and 
responsive government.

Empowering the public with access to information

Through a joint FOIA project with MuckRock on the use of facial recognition technology by the 100 largest 
law enforcement agencies, OTG discovered that a technology company, Clearview AI, had been selling its 
controversial facial recognition app to law enforcement agencies around the country. The front page New 
York Times story and behind-the-scenes look were mentioned 
in various news and technology outlets and gained a lot of 
traction on social media; the reporter Kashmir Hill’s tweet 
was retweeted 9K+ times, including by policy-makers and 
influencers. The attention led to concrete action, including 
New Jersey’s decision to bar police from using the Clearview 
app. The information uncovered in our requests also led 
Canadian authorities to launch an investigation into the 
company, prompting it to stop selling its facial recognition 
services there. Among big technology companies, the story 
prompted Twitter, Facebook, Venmo and Google to 
send cease and decease letters to the company, and 
the company has been sued several times in federal 
courts. Since the story was published, Clearview has 
been on the radar of lawmakers, including Senator 
Ed Markey (D-Mass.) who pushed law enforcement 
agencies not to use its facial recognition app to 
stifle the First Amendment rights of protesters or to 
endanger the public. 

While the full extent of law enforcement’s use of 
facial recognition remains unknown, the OTG/MuckRock project created one of the most complete, publicly 
searchable data sets on the use of facial recognition in the country. OTG also created a “getting started” 
guide, Know Your Rights: Investigate the Use of Facial Recognition in Your Back Yard, to empower individuals 
to send their own requests to smaller police departments.

As more federal and local government agencies acquire facial recognition capabilities, OTG advocated for 
Congress to swiftly regulate the technology. We educated lawmakers with a congressional guide outlining 
the most significant criteria for effective legislation.

To counter the secretive and unaccountable actions of our government’s immigration enforcement, OTG 
launched our FOIA training series at MigraHack in Denver, where hundreds of attendees gathered to learn 
how public records requests can help deepen storytelling about immigration. OTG offered hands-on training 
on accessing public records to journalists, immigration advocates and community members. Attendees also 
filed FOIA requests before the end of the session. Partnering with several faith, immigration, education and 
state-based open government groups, OTG’s ongoing FOIA training sessions have reached well over 200 
individuals. We hosted sessions with groups based in Washington, D.C., several Texas cities, and Arizona. 
When the coronavirus pandemic shut down much of the country, OTG quickly pivoted to hosting trainings 
by Zoom, and as protests against police brutality grew around the country, OTG and MuckRock hosted an 
online presentation for more than 150 attendees on using public records to better understand policing and 
address police misconduct.
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Advocating for stronger transparency and accountability in our democracy

Our priorities are gaining traction in Congress. To strengthen oversight and accountability in the federal 
government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, OTG and several of our coalition partners advocated 
for transparency provisions in the Coronavirus Oversight and Recovery Ethics (CORE) Act. Several of our 
recommendations were included in the legislation that was introduced by Senators Elizabeth Warren 
(D-Mass.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), and Chris Coons (D-Del.) and Representatives Pramila Jayapal 
(D-Wash.) and John Sarbanes (D-Md.). 

As protests over George Floyd’s killing and police brutality 
erupted in cities across the U.S., OTG was one of the first 
government accountability organizations to consolidate the 
overdue policing reforms our coalition and civil rights advocates 
have called for following the deaths of numerous African 
Americans in police custody. 

After the Supreme Court’s disappointing decision denying the 
public access to government spending information in Food 
Marketing Institute v. Argus Leader Media, OTG worked with our allies in Congress to secure the introduction 
of the Open and Responsive Government Act of 2019 sponsored by Senators Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), 
Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) and John Cornyn (R-Texas). The bipartisan bill will put public 
interest ahead of corporate interests by restoring the public’s access to data the government collects from 
private companies. We will continue to work towards its passage. 
 
In an effort to foster greater exchange of ideas, OTG continued to host monthly salons that bring together 
a diverse group of trans-partisan leaders to explore the threats to our democracy, finding commonality 
and building new relationships among often-unlikely allies. One of the highlights of this year’s salon series 
was a well-attended fireside chat and Q & A between Lisa Rosenberg and Washington Post reporter, Carol 
Leonnig, who co-authored the bestseller, A Very Stable Genius: Donald J. Trump’s Testing of America with 
her colleague Philip Rucker. 

Advancing government contractor accountability

OTG continues to lead the effort for passage of the 
Private Prison Information Act, which would subject 
private prisons that contract with the federal government 
to much needed transparency. Lisa Rosenberg 
moderated a Hill briefing when the bill was re-introduced. 
Senators Ben Cardin (D-Md.) and Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) 
provided remarks prior to a panel discussion from 
experts representing American Civil Liberties Union and 
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington.

OTG scored a victory with the inclusion of a contractor transparency provision in the CORE Act. The bill 
would require recipients of bailout funds, including government contractors, to provide regular, public 
reporting about how the money is being used and the terms of contracts held by companies involved 
in the administration of relief. We also endorsed the Paycheck Protection Program Transparency Act of 
2020 introduced by Representative Katie Porter (D-Calif.), which will require all loans under the Paycheck 
Protection Program to be made public.

Promoting peace and security through transparency advocacy

OTG and a coalition of civil society organizations urged Congress to reject the Department of Defense’s 
FOIA exemption proposal in the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2021. The unnecessary 
exemption would keep large swaths of DoD information from being released to the public, including 
crucial information about U.S. use of lethal force, and potentially even information about troop safety and 
oversight of contractors. The DoD has proposed this exemption each year for most of the past nine years, 
with the open government community sounding the alarm, and Congress ultimately refusing to grant the 
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Moving Forward
Information is power that power belongs in the hands of 
the public. Our current and planned projects are designed 
to foster robust public access to information, strong 
oversight mechanisms, and meaningful engagement 
between the government and the public. 

Hub

Partner tools and resources. In the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, OTG convened coalition partners 
and other key stakeholders to address the emerging 
transparency concerns stemming from the federal government’s response to the outbreak. Identifying a need for 
coordination, OTG began facilitating efforts to coordinate FOIA requests to ensure all key issue areas necessary 
to uncover information about the government’s response to the pandemic, including disbursement of medical 
supplies and subsequent coronavirus relief aid, are covered. Since then, participants have filed more than 650 
FOIA requests, sharing trends in agency responses, information request strategies, and litigation efforts. As 
we uncover more details about our government’s response to the coronavirus outbreak, we plan to continue 
our FOIA training sessions for organizations outside the beltway, and host future FOIA trainings focused on the 
pandemic and on policing and racial injustice.

Advocacy

Accountability Agenda for 2021. OTG will provide a 
transition document for the next administration that will 
offer concrete recommendations to begin to restore 
openness and accountability and mitigate corruption, 
forging a new path toward long-lasting oversight and 
accountability. OTG assembled a steering committee 
of key stakeholders to guide the work of a larger 
coalition that is coalescing around and advocating 
for executive actions addressing open government; 
ethics; responsive government; truth seekers and 
whistleblowers; balance of power; and pandemic preparedness. We will monitor their implementation, and 
continue to advocate for results for at least two years into the next administration. 

exemption. It is likely Congress will once again refuse to grant the FOIA exemption. OTG and a cross-section 
of accountability organizations successfully blocked a DoD-backed provision 
that would have loosened lobbying restrictions on former DoD personnel. 
OTG also endorsed a bipartisan proposal introduced by Representatives Katie 
Porter, Jackie Speier (D-Calif.), and Francis Rooney (R-Fla.) that would require 
unclassified DoD reports to be made public.

To highlight OTG’s role in ensuring the preservation of the Senate’s torture 
report, we created a comprehensive Torture Report Timeline and worked with 
Amazon Studios to promote “The Report” movie based on the investigation 
into the Central Intelligence Agency’s enhanced interrogation techniques used 
on terror suspects after the attacks of September 11, 2001. We hosted a well-
attended screening at Eaton Cinema in Washington, D.C. for coalition partners, 
funders, journalists, and Hill staff. 

Encouraging Americans to ask more questions about America’s endless wars, 
we hosted panel discussions in Pelham, New Hampshire, Minneapolis, San Francisco, and San Diego on the 
impact of endless wars, bringing a critical conversation about secrecy and national security to a wide range of 
audiences. 
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FOIA legislation. The coronavirus pandemic 
poses a unique threat to FOIA as government 
agencies use it to justify delaying or denying 
responses to requests. This new reality 
underscores the importance of OTG’s ongoing 
efforts to strengthen FOIA. We will continue to 
secure support from Members of Congress for 
comprehensive FOIA legislation that includes 
recommendations from dozens of partners 
from across the political spectrum. We will 
also continue to work for passage of the Open 
and Responsive Government Act and the 
Private Prison Information Act.

Engagement around national security. OTG 
continues to lead the fight to protect transparency and accountability in national security. The Intelligence 
Identities Protection Act was inappropriately expanded in 2019, broadening the definition of “covert agent” 
for purposes of prosecution, weakening oversight and accountability in the process. Alongside key coalition 
partners, OTG is working with congressional allies to narrow the expansion in future legislation. While 
overclassification remains a longstanding problem in government, the Trump administration’s actions have put 
a spotlight on how easy it is for presidents to abuse the classification process for political purposes. OTG plans 
to lead the coalition’s classification reform efforts, with the goal of proposing transformational changes to the 
classification system. We will also continue to promote government transparency in coalitions working toward 
greater accountability around the use of force overseas by U.S. military and intelligence agencies. 

Government Contractor Accountability. We will work to ensure that corporations and government contractors 
acting as agents of the government are subject to equivalent accountability mechanisms as their government 
agency counterparts. We will focus on areas where government contracts intersect with vulnerable 
communities, such as contracts for private prisons, surveillance and information sharing technology. 

Research. OTG will continue to spotlight FOIA as an antidote to secrecy and as a tool to help hold all levels of 
government accountable to the public. We will conduct research for new reports and guides that highlight our 
FOIA findings and the work of our coalition partners focused on exposing secrecy, waste, fraud, and abuse in 
government. 

“A popular government without popular 
information, or the means of acquiring it, 
is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy; or 
perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern 
ignorance. And a people who mean to be 
their own Governors must arm themselves 
with the Power that knowledge gives.” 
– James Madison
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New Steering Committee Members and Coalition Partners

OTG is thrilled that Ryan Alexander, Lara Flint and Virginia Kase joined our Steering Committee in 2020. 
Ryan served as president of Taxpayers for Common Sense from 2006 through 2019, after serving on the 
board for more than seven years. She has testified before Congress on a wide range of topics relating 
to federal spending, subsidies, and fiscal policy. Lara is the director of the Governance Program at 
Democracy Fund, a nonpartisan foundation working to ensure that our political system is able to withstand 
new challenges and deliver on its promise to the American people. Focusing on principled leadership 
and effective governance, the Governance Program, works to bolster Congress’ capacity to fulfill its 
constitutional responsibilities, strengthen our system of checks and balances, and foster more constructive 
political engagement. Virginia is the chief executive officer of the League of Women Voters, where, since 
2018, she has led the 100-year-old organization through a period of rapid transformation and growth focused 
on building power by engaging in advocacy, legislation, expanded litigation, and organizing efforts to ensure 
voting rights for all.

We also welcomed National Religious Campaign Against Torture, the News Media Alliance, and 
Transparency International – US Chapter into our fold of coalition partners.

Ryan Alexander Lara Flint Virginia Kase
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Sample Media Highlights
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Sample Social Media and Website Highlights
OTG earned 650,000+ impressions (the total number of times a tweet has been seen) and a boost in 
engagement (comments, retweets) from more than 8,000 profile visits and 800+ mentions on Twitter - about 
a 12 percent increase from the previous year. OTG also landed reputable media and policy influencers as 
followers on both Twitter and Facebook. On Facebook and through our news digest, Transparency Matters, 
we receive inquiries about our work and open government-related requests for assistance. The OTG website 
continues to be a resource for the coalition and the public, with more than 11,000 returning and new visitors 
from November 2019 through June 2020.
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Appendix

Examples of our Work in our Focus Areas
Democracy and Accountability

Protecting public access to information during the pandemic
https://www.openthegovernment.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ProtectFOIAonepager.pdf

A FOIA Win: Interior’s final rule drops changes that would have stifled public requests
https://www.openthegovernment.org/a-foia-win-interiors-final-rule-drops-changes-that-would-have-stifled-
public-requests

New Bipartisan FOIA Bill Punches Back at Attacks 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/new-bipartisan-foia-bill-punches-back-at-attacks

Supreme Court Rules Against Transparency, Sides with Secrecy
https://www.openthegovernment.org/supreme-court-rules-against-transparency-sides-with-secrecy

New EPA FOIA Regulations Expand Politicization without Transparency 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/new-epa-foia-regulations-expand-politicization-without-transparency

Supreme Court’s Decision in First FOIA Case Fails to Defend the Public’s Right to Know
https://www.openthegovernment.org/supreme-courts-decision-in-first-foia-case-fails-to-defend-the-publics-
right-to-know

The White House Ethics Transparency Act Packs a Simple Yet Practical Punch to Secret White House Ethics 
Waivers
https://www.openthegovernment.org/the-white-house-ethics-transparency-act-packs-a-simple-yet-practical-
punch-to-secret-white-house-ethics-waivers

Access to government spending data in limbo as SCOTUS considers FOIA case
https://www.openthegovernment.org/access-to-government-spending-data-in-limbo-as-scotus-considers-
foia-case

Kevin McAleenan Requests Additional Border Funds as Coalition of Over 100 Organizations Condemn DHS 
Surveillance of Activists, Journalists, and Lawyers
https://www.openthegovernment.org/kevin-mcaleenan-requests-additional-border-funds-as-coalition-of-
over-100-organizations-condemn-dhs-surveillance-of-activists-journalists-and-lawyers

Empowerment

The Cost of Fear: Long-Cited Abuses Persist at U.S. Government-Funded Post-9/11 Fusion Centers
https://www.openthegovernment.org/dhs-fusion-centers-full-report/

Investigating the Use of Facial Recognition: A Joint Project with MuckRock
https://www.openthegovernment.org/investigating-local-use-of-facial-recognition-a-joint-project-with-
muckrock-news

New Facial Recognition Citizen’s Guide Empowers Public to Investigate Use of the Technology
https://www.openthegovernment.org/new-facial-recognition-citizens-guide-empowers-public-to-investigate-
use-of-the-technology

Open the Government Leads “Immigration FOIA-thon” at Colorado Migrahack 2019
https://www.openthegovernment.org/open-the-government-leads-immigration-foia-thon-at-colorado-
migrahack-2019
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Facial Recognition Technology Regulation: A Practical Guide for Congress 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/facial-recognition-technology-regulation-a-practical-guide-for-congress

Peace and Security

DoD proposals for NDAA would weaken transparency, accountability when they’re needed most
https://www.openthegovernment.org/lawsuit-against-health-and-human-services-highlights-need-for-
contractor-transparency

Department of Defense NDAA proposals would reverse progress on transparency, accountability
https://www.openthegovernment.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/DoDNDAAonepager3.pdf

OTG Launches New Torture Report Timeline 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-launches-new-torture-report-timeline

Enough with Congressional Hearings on Facial Recognition: Pointers to Regulate the Technology 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/enough-with-congressional-hearings-on-facial-recognition-pointers-to-
regulate-the-technology

CIA’s Expansion of “covert agent” definition would weaken oversight and accountability
https://www.openthegovernment.org/cias-expansion-of-covert-agent-definition-would-weaken-oversight-
and-accountability

Government Contracts

Applying FOIA to Government Contractors: The Next Frontier of Government Transparency
https://www.openthegovernment.org/applying-foia-to-government-contractors

Private Prison Information Act: Senator Cardin Introduces Legislation Following OTG Hill Briefing
https://www.openthegovernment.org/briefing-on-private-prisons-transparency-accountability-and-the-
private-prisons-information-act-ppia

Lawsuit Against Health and Human Services Highlights Need for Contractor Transparency
https://www.openthegovernment.org/lawsuit-against-health-and-human-services-highlights-need-for-
contractor-transparency

Data Breaches Spotlight Need for Greater Contractor Oversight by Congress
https://www.openthegovernment.org/data-breaches-spotlight-need-for-greater-contractor-oversight-by-
congress

Letters and Comments

Bill to ban facial recognition demands bipartisan support
https://www.openthegovernment.org/bill-to-ban-facial-recognition-demands-bipartisan-support

OTG Leads Sign-on Letter Calling for Stronger Transparency and Accountability in COVID-19 Legislative 
Response
https://www.openthegovernment.org/otg-leads-sign-on-letter-calling-for-stronger-transparency-and-
accountability-in-covid-19-legislative-response

Long-Lasting Police Reform Must Embrace Transparency To Be Effective
https://www.openthegovernment.org/long-lasting-police-reform-must-embrace-transparency-to-be-effective/

Not Fine: Trump continues target on IGs
https://www.openthegovernment.org/not-fine-trump-continues-target-on-igs

Trump a King in In His Mind
https://www.openthegovernment.org/trump-a-king-in-in-his-mind
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Jared Kushner’s Coronavirus Response Shows White House Incapable of Prioritizing American Lives
https://www.openthegovernment.org/jared-kushners-coronavirus-response-shows-white-house-incapable-
of-prioritizing-american-lives

Letter to House Judiciary on FOIA exemption in Justice in Policing Act
https://www.openthegovernment.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Letter-to-House-Judiciary-re-Justice-in-
Policing_final.pdf

Letter to Congress calling for strong transparency provisions in the next legislative response to the COVID-19 
pandemic
https://www.openthegovernment.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Stimulus-Transparency-Accountability-
Letter.pdf

Letter to Committee on Homeland Security Entered into Congressional Record at DHS FOIA Hearing
https://www.openthegovernment.org/letter-to-committee-on-homeland-security-entered-into-congressional-
record-at-dhs-foia-hearing

Congress Must Check on Executive Branch After Trump Airstrike Against Iran
https://www.openthegovernment.org/congress-must-reassert-check-on-executive-branch-after-trump-
airstrike-against-iran

Statement on passing of Congressman Cummings
https://www.openthegovernment.org/statement-on-passing-of-congressman-cummings

Impeachment Inquiry: A tough, but inevitable, pill for Trump given track record
https://www.openthegovernment.org/impeachment-inquiry-a-tough-but-inevitable-pill-for-trump-given-track-
record

Amazon: Fix Rekognition’s Flaws and Leave Facial Recognition Legislation to Congress
https://www.openthegovernment.org/amazon-fix-rekognitions-flaws-and-leave-facial-recognition-legislation-
to-congress

35 Civil Society Groups Urge Senate to Promptly Amend FOIA
https://www.openthegovernment.org/35-civil-society-groups-urge-senate-to-promptly-amend-foia

Cut It Out: Broad Coalition Calls on Congress to Remove Provision Criminalizing Reasonable Disclosures 
from Intelligence Authorization Act 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/cut-it-out-broad-coalition-calls-on-congress-to-remove-provision-
criminalizing-reasonable-disclosures-from-intelligence-authorization-act

47 Organizations Urge Congress to Support Amash-Lofgren Amendment and Rein in Warrantless 
Surveillance 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/more-than-45-organizations-urge-congress-to-support-amash-lofgren-
amendment-and-rein-in-warrantless-surveillance

Defense Department’s Gag Rule Memo Spurs Letter Urging Office of the Special Counsel to Investigate 
https://www.openthegovernment.org/defense-departments-gag-rule-memo-spurs-letter-urging-office-of-the-
special-counsel-to-investigate

More Than a Dozen Organizations Urge Defense Department to Reverse Decision to Limit Afghanistan War 
Reports
https://www.openthegovernment.org/more-than-a-dozen-organizations-urge-defense-department-to-
reverse-decision-to-limit-afghanisan-war-reporting

Media Placements

Congress, don’t let George Floyd’s death be in vain
Newsday, June 19, 2020
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This week’s FOIA roundup: Police reforming, law enforcement request strategies, and more
MuckRock, June 10, 2020

Here are some of the technologies law enforcement agencies can use to surveil protesters
Yahoo News, June 8, 2020

States give few details on billions spent on virus supplies
Associated Press, May 25, 2020

Government transparency group mistaken for ‘reopen America’ advocates
Fox 5, May 7, 2020

Pentagon looks to undo parts of McCain anti-lobbying law
Roll Call, April 14, 2020

Amid calls to resign, Sen. Burr asks ethics committee to review his stock sale
The News & Observer, March 20, 2020

Open The Government comments on face recognition controversies
Planet Biometrics, March 5, 2020

What is Clearview AI and why is it raising so many privacy red flags?
Fortune, March 3, 2020

New Designation Gives Border Patrol More Secrecy
KJZZ Phoenix (NPR member station), February 10, 2020

Unmasking a Company That Wants to Unmask Us All
New York Times, January 20, 2020

The Secret Company That Might End Privacy as We Know It
New York Times, January 18, 2020 (front page; also referenced and picked up in Mashable, CNET, Chicago Tribune, 
Engadget and more) 

Lisa Rosenberg: Politicians hiding truth from a public too often left in the dark
Waco Tribune-Herald, Lisa Rosenberg (opinion article also appeared in Inside Sources), May 16, 2020

Opinion: Declassify COVID-19 info
The Detroit News, May 17, 2020
Amid Pandemic, Trump Wages Battle Against Independent Oversight 
Inside Sources, Emily Manna (opinion article also appeared in Lowell Sun and Jacksonville Journal Courier), April 10, 
2020

Coronavirus a solemn reminder of need for greater transparency
Las Vegas Sun, Lisa Rosenberg (opinion article also appeared in La Junta Tribune-Democrat, Bent County Democrat, 
Ag Journal, Fowler Tribune, and GazetteXtra)
March 28, 2020

LA Times Op-Ed: We need the full truth about the CIA’s torture program
Los Angeles Times, Hina Shamsi, OTG Steering Committee Member, November 21, 2019

In the hands of police, facial recognition software risks violating civil liberties
USA Today, Lisa Rosenberg and Representative Jimmy Gomez (D-Calif.), October 18, 2019

What to learn about immigration? There’s a tool for that
Medium, Lisa Rosenberg, September 4, 2019
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Closing FOIA Loopholes in 2020 Will Improve Government Transparency and Accountability
Archival Outlook, January/February 2020

ICE can deputize Chicago police as ‘customs officers,’ worrying advocates
Chicago Sun Times, January 2020 (also appeared on WGN-TV)

This Secretive Surveillance Company Is Selling Cops Cameras Hidden in Gravestones
Vice, January 10, 2020 (appeared in Business Insider and technology blogs)

This Company Sells Cops a Spy Camera Hidden Inside a Tombstone
Futurism, January 10, 2020

To learn how police use facial recognition, we must ask the right questions
Fast Company, January 4, 2020

Center for Public Integrity Challenges Trump Administration on Ukraine Document Redactions
CPI & Daily Beast, December 13, 2019

The Pentagon’s War on Transparency
Project on Government Oversight, December 5, 2019

AG Barr Went After the Freedom of Information Act During Federalist Society Speech
Law & Crime, November 16, 2019

Anaheim PD explores facial recognition for law enforcement
TechTarget, November 14, 2019

Police in Miami, India, Macau facial recognition use amid further warnings
BiometricUpdate.com, November 11, 2019

Waging Peace: Remembering the Forgotten – Victims of U.S. Wars
Washington Report on Middle East Affairs, November-December, 2019 issue

Interior Department walks back change to final FOIA rule
Washington Post, The Energy 202, Power Plays Section Mention, October 28, 2019

Senate Critiques of Agency Public Commenting Woes May Spur Change
Communications Daily, October 25, 2019

Forum examines cost of war
The Eagle Tribune, Pelham Section (endless war event)
October 24, 2019

Covering immigration in a private contractor’s world
Columbia Journalism Review, October 15, 2019

Tech and the 2020 Census – Amazon’s facial recognition play – Key EU Court Case
Politico’s Morning Tech, September 30, 2019

PowerPost Analysis/The Energy 202: Trump’s environmental team scrutinized for tighter control
Washington Post, July 25, 2019

Senate introduces legislation to clarify presumption of disclosure in FOIA
MuckRock, July 24, 2019

Bipartisan senators introduce bill to challenge new EPA policy and Supreme Court ruling on FOIA
The Hill, July 23, 2019
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