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Chairman Burr, Vice Chairman Warner, and distinguished members of the Committee, we 

appreciate the opportunity to submit the following statement for the record as the Committee 

considers the nomination of Gina Haspel for Director of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

 

For the past several weeks, Congress and the public have been subjected to a selective disclosure 

campaign by the CIA in favor of Gina Haspel’s nomination. Instead of declassifying information that 

would answer the very pressing questions the public and several Senators have put forth on Ms. 

Haspel’s record, the CIA chose to release only information that cast Ms. Haspel in a positive light. 

Open the Government is a coalition of more than 100 organizations dedicated to government 

transparency and accountability, and we are alarmed by this attempt by the CIA to wield the 

government classification system as a tool to advance its interests, rather than to protect national 

security and serve the public.  

 

It is crucial that any nomination for this position be considered in a robust, public way, and the 

possibility of having a truly open debate on Ms. Haspel’s nomination is very much in doubt. We 

applaud Senators Feinstein, Wyden, and Heinrich for stating that they “find the CIA’s response to 

requests for information about Gina Haspel to be wholly inadequate,” and that “such secrecy is 

unnecessary to protect national security.”1 The public has a right to government information, and it 

is unacceptable for a federal agency to withhold information to preserve a political nominee’s 

image. As Executive Order 13526 states, it is illegal for information “to be maintained as classified” 

in order to “prevent embarrassment to a person, organization, or agency.” The CIA does not appear 

to be adhering to this legal requirement in this case.  

 

It is a significant disservice to the public to approve a political nominee when the public remains in 

the dark about her record. If the CIA, now under the leadership of Ms. Haspel herself, refuses to 

release further information, we ask that Senators consider the public record sufficiently 

disqualifying.   

 

Moreover, the information the public does have on Ms. Haspel’s career is very disturbing, and 

appears to show that Ms. Haspel lacks the commitment to transparency, accountability, and the rule 

of law that should be required of a CIA Director. Ms. Haspel reportedly held a leadership position at 
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a CIA “black site” at a time when at least one detainee was subjected to waterboarding, and she may 

also have been in a position of responsibility there, off-site, when another detainee was tortured 

nearly to death.2 Given the extent of Ms. Haspel’s apparent involvement in the torture program she 

also likely would have been aware of practices that went beyond even what was authorized by the 

Department of Justice and CIA headquarters at the time.  

 

Ms. Haspel’s involvement in the destruction of 92 videotapes of interrogations overseas is also 

deeply troubling, especially given that the tapes were evidence of illegal torture, possibly involving 

Ms. Haspel herself. The memo the CIA released on April 20, which contained the findings of a 2011 

disciplinary review by then-Deputy Director Michael Morell, does nothing to dispel concerns about 

Ms. Haspel’s involvement in the destruction of the tapes. The memo does not address former CIA 

Acting General Counsel John Rizzo’s allegation that Ms. Haspel was a strong advocate for the tapes’ 

destruction, which raises questions about why a CIA official in such a senior position as Ms. Haspel 

would believe it was acceptable to violate the Federal Records Act.3 The tapes were also under a 

court order to be identified or produced in response to a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit, 

another facet of the incident not addressed by the memo.4 The CIA is not above the law; a fact the 

next CIA Director should firmly support.  

 

Beyond the destruction of the videotapes, the CIA has a long history of hiding information and 

evading Congressional oversight related to the torture program. The agency’s handling of the 

Senate Torture Report, all of which took place while Ms. Haspel was in a senior leadership position 

at the agency, exemplifies this history. Ms. Haspel was Deputy Director when the CIA decided to 

return its copy of the report to Congress last year, despite not having a legal obligation to do so. The 

Senate Torture Report is an important account of the CIA’s torture program, and this decision made 

it more difficult for the public to gain access to the full report.  

 

Confirming Gina Haspel would be seen worldwide as a referendum on torture, regardless of the 

assurances she makes in this hearing.5 It would also be a blow to congressional oversight, indicating 

to the federal workforce and the American public that officials can conceal agency wrongdoing and 

still rise to the top of agency leadership without fear of accountability.  Ms. Haspel may promise that 

torture will not be a part of the CIA’s work going forward, but she cannot promise that there will be 

no unethical or unlawful behavior at the agency, and if there is, how can she be trusted to be 

transparent with Congress and seek accountability?   

 

We thank you for the opportunity to submit a statement for the record. For additional information, 

please contact Lisa Rosenberg, Executive Director, at lrosenberg@openthegovernment.org or 202-

332-6736.  
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