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GINA HASPEL, NOMINEE FOR CIA DIRECTOR 

Senators should oppose the nomination of Gina Haspel to lead the CIA. Ms. Haspel is reported to 

have played an operational role in torture and to have displayed a disregard for transparency, 

accountability, and the rule of law.  

Torture program 

Ms. Haspel reportedly held a leadership position at a CIA “black site” in Thailand at a time when at 

least one detainee was subjected to the most brutal “enhanced interrogation” technique: 

waterboarding. She may also have been in a position of responsibility, off-site, over the same secret 

prison when another detainee was tortured nearly to death there. Given the apparent depth of Ms. 

Haspel’s involvement in the torture program she also likely would have known, or should have 

known,  of terrifying interrogation practices that went beyond even what was authorized by DOJ 

and CIA headquarters at the time. In 2013, amid controversy over her past connection to torture, 

she was denied a promotion to lead the CIA’s National Clandestine Service. (See: Backgrounder on 

Gina Haspel –Human Rights First)  

Oversight & Accountability 

In November 2005, amid increasing public outrage over revelations of torture, the CIA destroyed 92 

videotapes of interrogations at clandestine facilities elsewhere. The incident was a clear violation of 

the Federal Records Act as well as a court order in a Freedom of Information Act case at the time, 

and indicated that some CIA officials felt they were not subject to accountability and above the law. 

In his book, former CIA Acting General Counsel John Rizzo says Ms. Haspel was one of the 

“staunchest advocates inside the building for destroying the tapes.” Throughout Ms. Haspel’s career 

in leadership roles at the CIA, the agency has sought to hide information about the torture program, 

including in its handling of the Senate Torture Report. Congressional oversight relies on a CIA 

Director’s commitment to transparency, accountability, and protection of government information. 

(See: ACLU in Court Today Asking Judge to Hold CIA in Contempt for Destroying Torture Videotapes 

and Trump Administration Returns Copies of Report on C.I.A. Torture to Congress) 

Ongoing Secrecy 

It is crucial that any nomination for this position be considered in a robust, public way, and the 

possibility of having a truly open debate on Ms. Haspel’s nomination is very much in doubt. While 

most of the records on her career remain classified, the CIA has publicly defended Ms. Haspel by 

selectively releasing information that casts her in a positive light, while the public remains 

uninformed about the darker aspects of her career. It should be a prerequisite that her full history 

of involvement in the CIA torture program is declassified. If that is not possible, the public record on 

her career should disqualify her from the position. (See: Coalition letter on Gina Haspel nomination) 

A Referendum on Torture 

The Director of the CIA must be not only a trusted leader of agency staff, but also the face of the 

agency to the world and the liaison between the agency and the rest of the federal government. The 

vote on Ms. Haspel’s nomination will be viewed by civil society, government officials, and the public 

– both in the U.S. and around the world – as a statement on torture. A confirmation would 

undermine all the important work that has been done to move the U.S. away from torture. 
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